
Honors Language Arts I:  Required Summer Reading 

 

Summer Assignment Submission Guidelines and Late Work Policy 

For some courses, students will be supplied with a list of required summer assignments 

prior to the conclusion of the previous academic year (see below). All summer assignments 

must be submitted electronically to a digital platform designated by the teacher of each course. 

No hard copies will be accepted.  

 

Summer assignments must be completed by the due dates specified. Due to the fact 

that summer activities are assigned in May, PRIOR to school starting in the fall, there will be no 

due date extensions.  

 

AGAIN, PLEASE NOTE THAT SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS ARE NOT SUBJECT TO BOARD 

POLICY FOR LATE WORK BECAUSE OF THE NATURE OF THE WORK - STUDENTS ARE ALREADY 

ALLOWED EXTRA TIME TO COMPLETE EACH ASSIGNMENT, SO THERE WILL BE NO 

EXTENSIONS OR GRADE CHANGES GRANTED IF THESE ASSIGNMENTS ARE SUBMITTED AFTER 

THE DUE DATE UNLESS EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES EXIST. FURTHER, FAILING TO 

SUBMIT WORK FOR COURSES IN WHICH SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS ARE REQUIRED WILL 

SUBJECT STUDENTS TO REMOVAL FROM THE COURSE AT THE DISCRETION OF THE 

TEACHER, GUIDANCE STAFF, AND ADMINISTRATION.  

 

 

  



 

  

1. The Texts and General Information 

a. Texts 

i. How to Read Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide 

to Reading Between the Lines by Thomas C. Foster 

ii. The Help by Kathryn Stockett 

b. General Information 

i. You are to read these selections before the start of the 2017-2018 

academic year, even if you are not scheduled to be in Honors 

Language Arts I until the 2nd semester of the 2017-18 school 

year.  

ii. I have attached assignments for each of the selections, as well as the 

dates by which said assignments must be submitted.  

iii.  If you purchase a copy of The Help (which is strongly 

recommended), please bring it with you on the first day of class 

(whether 1st or 2nd semester).  

iv. If you have any questions or concerns regarding the assignments, 

please contact me via school e-mail:  jessica.delong@ccsd.us. 

v. If you are a student joining us from Bishop Flaget, you will not be able to 

join the Google Classroom until you have a CCSD e-mail account. All 

correspondences and submissions can be made via e-mail until then. 

2. Due Dates 

a. By 5:00 p.m. on Friday, July 7, 2017:  How to Read Literature Like a Professor: A 

Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the Lines assignments (Study 

Questions and Writing Activity) 

b. By 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 1, 2017:  The Help assignments (Study 

Questions and Writing Activity) 

3. Submitting Assignments 

a. All assignment submissions will be handled digitally/electronically.  No 

paper/hard copy submissions will be accepted.  If this presents a potential 

issue for you, email me at jessica.delong@ccsd.us, and we will devise a solution.  

Otherwise, you have two options. 

i. Option #1:  Use Microsoft Word to complete the assignments.  Attach 

the Word document (one per book, so the first document – due by July 7 

- will contain Study Questions AND Writing Activity for How to Read 

Literature Like a Professor, while the second document – due by August 1 

– will contain Study Questions AND Writing Activity for The Help) as a file 

on the Google Classroom Assignment. 

ii. Option #2:  Use Google Docs to complete the assignments.  Use one 

document for each book (Editable Google Docs will be already be created 

and posted on Google Classroom.  Thus, the first Google doc – due by 
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July 1 – will contain Study Questions AND Writing Activity for How to 

Read Literature Like a Professor.  The second Google doc – due by 

August 1 – will contain Study Questions AND Writing Activity for The 

Help.  Once you are finished with each document, you will submit it via 

Google Classroom. 

iii. Option #3 (For Bishop Flaget students): If you cannot access 

Google Classroom, you may complete the assignments in a Microsoft 

Word Document or in a Google Doc and e-mail them to me at 

jessica.delong@ccsd.us by the deadlines listed above. 

b. Digital/electronic submissions are being utilized primarily in order to cut down on 

the amount of paper that students must use in terms of printing the completed 

assignments.  Additionally, we will avoid the issue of having to travel to the 

district office in order to submit and pick up assignments.  In short, I’m hoping 

that this will make life much easier for everyone involved. 

c. In addition to this hard copy, your summer reading assignments will be uploaded 

to CHS’ website (http://www.ccsd.us/1/Home), and I have posted the 

assignment on Google Classroom so you have access to a digital copy.  If you 

have questions or concerns regarding any aspect of the assignments, please 

stop into room 231 to see me (I will be available until May 26) or send me an e-

mail at jessica.delong@ccsd.us. 

4. Joining Our Google Classroom 

a. Visit classroom.google.com 

b. Click the “+” in the corner. 

c. Select “Join Class” 

d. Enter our classroom code, e3ise9 

5. Remind 

a. I will communicate with you via Remind over the summer. Joining Remind is 

your first assignment for HLA I.  

b. To join Remind: 

i. Visit the link posted on Google Classroom, and follow the directions on 

the website. 

ii. For Bishop Flaget students: If the classroom link does not work, you 

may text “@hla2017sr” to 81010.  

iii. When you have successfully joined Remind, mark the assignment on 

Google Classroom as “Done” to receive full credit. You must join Remind 

by May 26, 2017. 

6. Frequently Asked Questions 

a. Will I have access to my Chromebook this summer? 

i. All students registered for Honors Language Arts I should be able to pick 

up their Chromebooks during the week of June 26, per Mr. Fisher.  All 

Chromebooks must undergo maintenance/updating in early June prior to 

re-distribution.  My suggestion: complete assignments for How to Read 
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Literature Like a Professor – due on July 7 - on a desktop computer, a 

different laptop, or another electronic device.  Then, pick up your 

Chromebook the week of June 26.  Finally, complete assignments for The 

Help – due on August 1 - on your Chromebooks.  

b. Do I need to purchase the books? 

i. Purchasing the books is not required; however, doing so is strongly 

recommended.  Whereas borrowing the texts from a library will certainly 

enable one to complete the reading(s), one will be unable to annotate 

these texts.  Annotating (making notes of various sorts in) texts allows an 

individual to engage in a more active reading of a work, thereby 

increasing one’s retention and deepening one’s comprehension of the 

work. Please note, there are electronic PDF copies of both texts available 

for use/download on Google Classroom. 

c. Do I need to purchase a particular edition of the text? 

i. No, but please ensure you read the version of How to Read Literature 

Like a Professor with the subtitle “A Lively and Entertaining Guide to 

Reading Between the Lines.” 

ii. Where should I purchase the books? 

iii. Locally, the books may be available at Book World.  Other options 

include, but are not limited to, Barnes & Noble and Amazon.com. 

d.  Why should I bring a copy of The Help on the first day of school? 

i. Students will be composing an in-class essay related to The Help during 

the first week or two of school.  Said essays will require students to 

incorporate direct textual citations from the aforementioned novel into 

their responses.  This is only possible if students have copies of the text 

available. 

e.  Since the Study Questions are divided by chapter, do we turn our Study 

Questions in after we finish each chapter? 

i. No.  Students should, instead, submit the Study Questions (as well as the 

Writing Activity, for that matter) as a whole when the text has been 

completed in its entirety.  In other words, students should submit one 

document for The Help (including both the Study Questions and the 

Writing Activity) and one document for The Hobbit (including both the 

Study Questions and the Writing Activity). 

f.  Are we supposed to type the questions and answers – or just the answers? Are 

we allowed to copy and paste the questions? 

i. Submitted assignments must have both questions and answers on them. 

That said, the electronic versions of your assignments provided on Google 

Classroom will allow you to simply edit within the document, so there will 

be no need to copy and paste.  

g. Do we include the writing activities with the study questions when we turn them 

in? 



i. As mentioned above, the answer to this question is yes.  For simplicity 

sake, I prefer that students submit the "Study Questions" and "Writing 

Activities" as a single document.  After completing the Study Questions, 

simply press "Enter" on your keyboard until you've reached a new page, 

title said page as "Writing Activity", and proceed from there.  

h. What if I have other questions that are not addressed above? 

i. Simply e-mail me at jessica.delong@ccsd.us.  I will respond as quickly as 

possible. 

 
 

How To Read Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading 

Between the Lines Summer Reading Assignment 

 

Due By 5:00 p.m. on Friday, July 7, 2017:  How to Read Literature Like a Professor 

assignments (Study Questions and Writing Activity) 

 

Study Questions 

 

General Information:  Answers must be concise, thoughtful, and specific.   You must write your 

responses in complete sentences. Make note of the number in parenthesis following each 

question that indicates how much the question is worth and the length expected of the 

response.   

● 1=Knowledge (basic recall of facts): 1-2 sentences  

● 2=Comprehension (shows you understood & can summarize): 2-3 sentences  

● 3=Analysis (compare/contrast, making inferences/predictions):  3-4 sentences   

● 4=Synthesis (forming your own new ideas/opinions with specific references to text/your 

own experiences/knowledge):  at least 1 well-developed paragraph 

 

Pre-Reading 

 

1. Consider the title of the book. Describe what it means to “read literature like a professor” or 

to “read between the lines.” (3) 

 

2. Define the following vocabulary words that appear throughout the text. (1 per term) 

A. Apocryphal 

B. Liturgical 

C. Sublimation 

D. Dictum 

E. Ubiquity 

F. Clandestine 

G. Exigency 

H. Ostensibly 



I. Prurience 

J. Gravitas 

K. Repudiate 

L. Perfidy 

M. Titular 

N. Incommode 

O. Tawdry 

P. Verisimilitude 

Q. Dialectic 

R. Idiosyncratic 

S. Hapless  

T. Subservient  

 

During Reading 

 

Introduction - How’d He Do That? 

 

1. Describe what Foster means by a “language of reading.” Describe how memory, symbol, and 

pattern are important for a “language of reading.” Describe “symbolic imagination” and how it is 

significant for a “language of reading.” How do your responses to these questions align with 

some of the ideas you wrote about in pre-reading question #1? (3) 

 

Chapter 1 - Every Trip Is a Quest (Except When It’s Not) 

 

1. Define quest, according to Foster. (1) 

 

2. List the five elements of a quest. (1) 

 

3. What is the real reason for a quest? (2) 

 

4. Describe a quest from a movie that you have watched recently. Be specific as you explain 

each element of the quest, and be certain to state which movie you are referencing. (3) 

 

Chapter 2 - Nice to Eat with You: Acts of Communion 

 

1. Define communion in the literary sense. (1) 

 

2. What is the purpose of literary communion. (2)  

 

Chapter 3 - Nice to Eat You: Acts of Vampirism 

 

1. Describe several essentials of a vampire story. (2) 



 

2. Describe what a vampire story could symbolize. (2) 

 

Chapter 4 - If It’s Square, It’s a Sonnet 

 

1. List two key characteristics of a sonnet’s form. (1) 

 

2. Contrast a Petrarchan and Shakespearean sonnet. (2) 

 

3. When reading a poem, what is the first thing a reader should consider? (2) 

 

Chapter 5 - Now, Where Have I Seen Her Before? 

 

1. Foster claims that “there’s no such thing as a wholly original work of literature.” Do you 

agree with this statement? Explain why or why not. (3) 

 

2. Compare Tim O’Brien’s Going After Cacciato to Lewis Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland. (2) 

 

3. Define intertextuality. (1) 

 

Chapter 6 - When in Doubt, It’s from Shakespeare… 

 

1. List three references (quotes, remakes, etc.) that come from Shakespeare. (1) 

 

2. Describe the value in becoming familiar with Shakespeare, even as a modern reader. (2) 

 

Chapter 7 - ...Or the Bible 

 

1. List five common biblical allusions. (1) 

 

2. Describe a strategy to recognize a biblical allusion, even if you are not familiar with the Bible. 

(2) 

 

Chapter 8 - Hanseldee and Greteldum 

 

1. Define the literary canon. (1) 

 

2. Explain why authors “borrow” content from children’s literature so frequently. (2) 

 

3. List five children’s stories that are commonly alluded to in literature. (2) 

 



4. Foster writes, “There’s no such thing as a wholly original work of literature” and “there’s only 

one story.” Describe what Foster means by these statements. To what extent do you agree or 

disagree with these statements? Provide textual evidence from chapters 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 to 

support your claims. (4) 

 

Chapter 9 - It’s Greek to Me 

 

1. What does Foster mean by “myth”? (2) 

 

2. Why do writers use a mythical base for their stories? (3) 

 

Chapter 10 - It’s More Than Just Rain or Snow 

 

1. What is the purpose of weather in literature? (2) 

 

2. List three significant reasons for rain in literature. (1) 

 

Interlude - Does He Mean That? 

 

1. Summarize the Interlude. (2) 

 

Chapter 11 - More Than It’s Gonna Hurt You: Concerning Violence 

 

1. How does Foster describe violence? (2) 

 

2. Contrast the weight of violence in mystery novels and other genres. (3) 

 

Chapter 12 - Is That a Symbol? 

 

1. What are three questions to ask about symbolism? (2) 

 

2. Describe the idea that there is no set meaning for every symbol. (2) 

 

Chapter 13 - It’s All Political 

 

1. Describe the downfalls of political writing. (2) 

 

2. Describe the positives of political writing. (2) 

 

Chapter 14 - Yes, She’s a Christ Figure, Too 

 

1. Describe the connections between culture and religion. (2) 



 

2. List ten common qualities attributed to Christ figures. (1) 

 

3. Describe how reading literature is a process of the imagination. (3) 

 

Chapter 15 - Flights of Fancy 

 

1. Describe what could be symbolic about flying. (2) 

 

2. What is the purpose of an interrupted flight? (2) 

 

Chapter 16 - It’s All About Sex 

 

1. What symbols of sexuality did Freud originally establish? (2) 

 

Chapter 17 - ...Except Sex 

1. When writing about sex, authors are symbolically writing about what? (2) 

 

Chapter 18 - If She comes Up, It’s Baptism 

 

1. What are the two options for characters who fall under water? (2) 

 

2. Describe the symbolic implications of a character who arises from water. (2) 

  

3. What is the purpose of drownings in literature? (2) 

 

Chapter 19 - Geography Matters… 

 

1. List four examples of geography. (1) 

 

2. Analyze the relationship between geography and character. (3) 

 

3. Why do authors send characters south? (1) 

 

Chapter 20 - ...So Does Season 

 

1. Describe the symbolic representations associated with each of the seasons. 

 

Interlude - One Story 

 

1. Foster claims that there is only one original story. Do you agree or disagree? Use evidence 

from the text to support your response. (4) 



 

Chapter 21 - Marked For Greatness 

 

1. Describe the possible meanings of character deformities. (2) 

 

Chapter 22 - He’s Blind for a Reason, You Know 

 

1. Describe why an author might create a character who is blind. (2) 

 

Chapter 23 - It’s Never Just Heart Disease 

 

1. What is the symbolic meaning of the heart? (1) 

 

2. Describe why a character might come down with a heart ailment? (2) 

 

Chapter 24 - ...And Rarely Just Illness 

 

1. Summarize the principles that typically govern the use of disease in literature. (2) 

 

2. Describe the implications of literary tuberculosis, plague, malaria, and AIDS. (2) 

 

Chapter 25 - Don’t Read with Your Eyes 

 

1. Through whose eyes should one read a piece of literature? Why? (2) 

 

2. Describe deconstruction. (2) 

 

Chapter 26 - Is He Serious? And Other Ironies 

 

1. Describe irony. (2) 

 

2. Why does irony not work for everyone? (2) 

 

Chapter 27 - A Test Case 

 

1.  What do you think the story signifies? How does it signify? (4) 

 

Envoi 

 

1. Summarize the chapter. (2) 

 

 



 

Writing Activity 

 

General Information: You are required to respond to each of the following prompts. Please be 

mindful of spelling and grammar as you construct your responses. Responses should be well-

planned and organized. Please form your answers in complete sentences below each prompt. 

 

Prompt 1 

 

Keep a daily journal in which you take notes as you read the text. (40 points) 

● Write the date by each entry. 

● Compose a minimum of ten entries. 

● Each entry should be, at minimum, 100 words.  

 

Prompt 2 

 

Choose three works of fiction that Foster references throughout the text. Then, search for it 

online. Write a brief summary, in your own words, of each work. Each summary must be at 

least 150 words. Please include the title and the author in your response. 

 

Prompt 3 

 

Upon completion of the text, choose three chapters from How to Read Literature Like a 

Professor and apply them to one movie of your choice. For example, one may choose to apply 

the concept of a quest found in Chapter 1 of the text (“Every Trip is a Quest [Except When It’s 

Not]”) to the movie Passengers starring Jennifer Lawrence and Chris Pratt by discussing the 

reason for the characters’ journey and how it fits the definition of a literary quest. (You may not 

use this example as part of your response.) Your response should include a brief summary of 

the movie as an opening paragraph, followed by a paragraph reflecting each chosen chapter of 

the book. Be sure to include specific details from the book and the movie in your response. (40 

points) 

 

 
 

The Help Summer Reading Assignment 

 

Due By 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 1, 2017:  The Help assignments (Study 

Questions and Writing Activity) 

 

Study Questions 

 



General Information:  Answers must be concise, thoughtful, and specific.   You must write your 

responses in complete sentences. Make note of the number in parenthesis following each 

question that indicates how much the question is worth and the length expected of the 

response.   

● 1=Knowledge (basic recall of facts): 1-2 sentences  

● 2=Comprehension (shows you understood & can summarize): 2-3 sentences  

● 3=Analysis (compare/contrast, making inferences/predictions):  3-4 sentences   

● 4=Synthesis (forming your own new ideas/opinions with specific references to text/your 

own experiences/knowledge):  at least 1 well-developed paragraph 

 

Chapter One 

 

1.  Write a description or draw a picture of Miss Leefolt.  (2) 

 

2.  Give several characteristics of Aibileen’s son, Treelore.  (2) 

 

3.  What happened to Treelore?  (2) 

 

4.  Describe the relationship between Miss Leefolt and her daughter Mae Mobley. (2) 

 

5.  Explain the bathroom problem the white women discuss in chapter one.  (3) 

 

Chapter Two 

 

1. Describe Minny’s character.  (3) 

 

2. How does Miss Leefolt’s husband feel about the new bathroom?  (1) 

 

3. What major problem does Minny face in this chapter?  (1) 

 

4. To add to her problem, what rumor does Miss Hilly spread about Minny?  (2) 

 

5. What is so special about Aibileen’s prayers?  (2) 

 

6. Why do you think Mae is at the top of her list even above her family?  (4) 

 

7. What lie does Aibileen tell to help Minny get a job?  (2) 

 

8. What do you predict will happen as a result of this lie?  (3) 

 

Chapter Three 

 



1.  What does Miss Celia want Minny to teach her?  (1) 

 

2.  List several things Miss Celia does that make Minny uncomfortable.  (2) 

 

3.  Why do you think five other maids have turned down working for Miss Celia? (3) 

 

4.  Who does Miss Celia not want to know about Minny working for her?  Why do you think she 

doesn’t want this person to know?  (3) 

 

5.  What makes Minny feel so nervous about this secret?  (2) 

 

6.  According to Minny’s mother, what are the seven rules for working in a White Lady’s house?  

(2) 

 

7.  How do Aibileen and Minny react when white women (Skeeter and Miss Celia) treat them 

more as equals?  (2)  

 

8.  Does their reaction surprise you?  Why or why not?  (3) 

 

Chapter Four 

 

1.  When Miss Celia asks Minny if she is happy, Minny thinks to herself, “Because ain’t that 

white people for you, wondering if they are happy enough.”  What do you think Minny means 

by this?  (3) 

 

2.  Why do you suppose that Minny does not like Gone with the Wind?  (2) 

 

3.  What else does Miss Celia do that Minny finds so strange?  (2) 

 

4.  What do you think is the cause of her unusual behavior?  (3) 

 

Chapter Five 

 

1.  Describe Skeeter’s home or draw a sketch of it.  (3) 

 

2.  What has Skeeter’s mom most concerned about her daughter?  (2) 

 

3.  Describe or sketch Skeeter’s appearance.  (3) 

 

4.  What are Skeeter’s dreams for the future?  (1) 

 

5.  What stands in her way at this time?  (3) 



 

6.  What story does Hilly keep insisting to put in the paper?  (1) 

 

7.  Why doesn’t Skeeter want to run the story?  (3) 

 

8.  Describe Skeeter’s relationship with Constantine.  (2) 

 

9.  Give one example of the impact Constantine made on Skeeter’s life.  (3) 

 

10.  How do you think this may have shaped Skeeter’s attitude toward African Americans?  (3) 

 

11.  Compare and contrast Constantine and Skeeter’s mother’s attitude toward Skeeter.  (4) 

 

12.  What secret does Constantine reveal to Skeeter?  (1) 

 

13.  What do you think may have happened between Constantine’s parents?  (3) 

 

14.  What shocking news does Skeeter receive when she returns home from college?  (1) 

 

15.  Do you think her mother is telling the truth?  Why or why not?  (3) 

 

Chapter Six 

 

1.  Summarize the letter Skeeter receives from Harper & Row Publishers.  (2) 

 

2.  Describe Skeeter’s job interview.  Also, explain whether you think this is a positive or 

negative experience for her.  (3) 

 

3.  What is Skeeter’s initial assignment?  (2) 

 

4.  Why does Skeeter’s mother think this assignment is ironic?  (2) 

 

5.  Why do you think Aibileen reminds Skeeter of Constantine?  How are they similar?  (3) 

 

6.  What does Aibileen reveal to Skeeter about Constantine?  (2) 

 

7.  What news story is on TV in Skeeter’s house?  (2) 

 

8.  Why do you think her mother makes her turn off the TV?  (3) 

 

9.  When people such as Aibileen, Miss Leefolt, and Miss Hilly say/do the same things as 

Skeeter’s mom, they don’t affect Skeeter in the same way.  Skeeter notes that they are 



saying/doing the same things as her mother, yet she says it is different. What do you think is 

the difference?  (4) 

 

Chapter Seven 

 

1.  Why do you think that Aibileen predicts that the Magnolia tree will be Mae Mobley’s hideout?  

(3) 

 

2.  At the beginning of the chapter, what simile does Aibileen use to describe Mae Mobley’s 

actions toward Aibileen and her mother?  (2) 

 

3.  Why does Aibileen say it “makes my insides hurt” when Mae Mo says she’s bad?  (3) 

 

4.  What idea comes to mind when Aibileen sees Mae Mobley chasing the dog after her mother 

had scolded her?  (1) 

 

5.  How do you think Aibileen’s idea will affect Mae Mobley in the future?  (3) 

 

6.  What important skill is Aibileen trying to each Mae Mobley?  (1) 

 

7.  What is the predicament Aibileen has when trying to teach Mae Mobley?  (2) 

 

8.  What do you think would be the best way to handle the situation?  (3) 

 

9.  What goes wrong when Mae Mo tries to show Miss Leefolt how she can “tee tee”?  (2) 

 

10.  What does Aibileen dread about Mae Mo growing older?  (2) 

 

11.  How would you feel about her fear?  (3) 

 

12.  Who is Robert Brown?  (1) 

 

13.  What does he do for Aibileen?  (1) 

 

14.  What is the date in November that Aibileen hates so much?  Why?  (2) 

 

15.  Why do you think Aibileen is only allowed to enter the store in Jitney when she’s wearing 

her white uniform?  What does the uniform indicate?  (2) 

 

16.  What happened to Robert Brown?  (2) 

 

17.  What does Skeeter ask Aibileen when she comes to her house?  (2) 



 

18.  How does Aibileen respond?   (1) 

 

Chapter Eight 

 

1.  Who calls Skeeter from New York?  (1) 

 

2.  Why does she call?  (1) 

 

3.  What warning does she give Skeeter and what does she agree to do?  (2) 

 

4.  Why do you think Aibileen refuses to take any money from Skeeter?  (3) 

 

5.  When Hilly brings up the bathroom in front of Aibileen, Skeeter wishes that Aibileen would 

not say thank you.  Why do you think Aibileen thanks her for something she clearly does not 

appreciate?  (3) 

 

Chapter Nine 

 

1.  Who does Carlton bring to the house?  (1) 

 

2.  What does Skeeter call her?  (1) 

 

3.  Summarize what happens on Skeeter’s blind date with Stuart Whitworth.  (3) 

 

4.  Who calls Skeeter the morning after the date and what does she agree to do? (1) 

 

Chapter Ten 

 

1. When the meter man comes to the house, giving Minny and Miss Celia a scare, why do you 

think Celia appears to be even more nervous than Minny is?  (3) 

 

2. Why don’t the ladies of the society accept Celia?  (2) 

 

3. Who finds Minny in the house?  (1) 

 

4. How does he react to her presence?  (2) 

 

5. Is this surprising to you?  Why or why not?  (3) 

 

Chapter 11 

 



1. Where is Skeeter headed?  (1) 

 

2. What does Skeeter notice about Aibileen when she meets her in her own home?  (2) 

 

3. How does the interview go with Aibileen?  (2) 

 

4. How does Aibileen give Skeeter a signal that she is ready to talk again?  (2) 

 

5. What does Aibileen do to help her tell her story her way?  (3) 

 

Chapter 12 

 

1. Who is doing most of the writing now for the book?  (1) 

 

2. What does Skeeter offer to get for Aibileen?  (1) 

 

3. What is Miss Leefolt’s announcement?  (1) 

 

4. What kinds of things has Skeeter started to notice about her friends that she didn’t notice 

before?  (2) 

 

5. Summarize Hilly’s Home Help Sanitation Initiative.  (2) 

 

6. How does Missus Stein respond to the transcript?  (2) 

 

7. How many interviews does Missus Stein say she has to have in order to even consider 

publishing it?  (1) 

 

8. What is Aibileen’s response?  (2) 

 

9. Who agrees to be interviewed next? (1) 

 

10.  Describe how this interview goes.  (3) 

 

Chapter 13 

 

1. Who pays Skeeter a surprise visit at her home?  (1) 

 

2. Do you think Skeeter should have gone out with him?  Why or why not?  (3) 

 

3. List three of the laws from the “Compilation of Jim Crow Laws of the South”.  (2) 

 



4. Which one stands out to you the most?  Why?  (4) 

 

5. What kind of effect does Hilly have on people?  Have you ever known someone like her who 

could influence others so easily?  Describe this person.  (3) 

 

6. Why do you think Skeeter’s mother asks so secretive about her “errands”?  (3) 

 

Chapter 14 

 

1. Why do you think Minny wants to keep her personal life so private?  (3) 

 

2. When Hilly asks Aibileen if she would want to go to a school with white people, what does 

Hilly want her to say?  What does she actually say?  (2) 

 

3. What does Aibileen hear Miss Hilly say that terrifies her?  (1) 

 

4. There have been many stories in the book so far of atrocities committed by men against 

black people in Jackson.  How do you think a woman like Hilly might try to punish a black 

person?  Would Hilly’s be less or worse than the violence committed by men?  (4) 

 

5. Who gets shot at the end of the chapter?  (1) 

 

Chapter 15 

 

1. Who comes to visit Elizabeth Leefolt in the beginning of this chapter?  What can you infer 

about Miss Leefolt’s childhood based on this visit?  (3) 

 

2. Describe one of the stories Aibileen tells Mae Mobley in this chapter.  (2) 

 

3. Miss Hilly invites Miss Leefolt to what place? (1) 

 

4. Why do you think this so important to Miss Leefolt?  (3) 

 

5. How does Skeeter trick Miss Hilly into telling her what she saw in the satchel? (3) 

 

Chapter 16 

 

1. How do the other maids feel about being interviewed?  (2) 

 

2. Describe the tension that exists between Jessup and the deacon during the prayer meeting. 

(2) 

 



Chapter 17 

 

1. What advice would you give Celia about trying to make friends with the women of the Ladies 

League?  Explain your answer.  (4) 

 

2. Why do you think Celia’s friendliness toward Minny makes Minny so uncomfortable?  (3) 

 

3. Contrast Minny’s actions versus her feelings toward being interviewed by Skeeter.  Why do 

you think she acts this way?  (3) 

 

4.  Why does Leroy tell his children not to talk about the story in the Jackson Journal?  (3) 

 

Chapter 18 

1. What does the fact that Johnny is reading To Kill a Mockingbird tell us about him (if you don’t 

know what the book is about, look it up for a brief summary)?  (3) 

2. When Miss Celia loses her baby, how does the doctor treat her?  (2) 

3. How does Minny’s attitude toward Celia change during this traumatic incident?  Explain.  (3) 

 

Chapter 19 

 

1. List one negative and one positive story from the interviews.  (2) 

 

2. What is your reaction to Gretchen’s interview?  Is there any truth in what she says?  Explain.  

(3) 

 

Chapter 20 

 

1. What bold political statement does Skeeter’s father make during dinner?  (2) 

 

2. Why do Stuart and Skeeter break up?  (3) 

 

Chapter 21 

 

1. Why is the purpose of the fundraiser so ironic?  (3) 

  

Chapter 22 

 

1.  Why did John Green Dudley’s father beat him?  (3) 

 

Chapter 23 

 

1.  Give an example of a change you see in Mae Mobley from the beginning of the book.  (3) 



 

Chapter 24 

 

1. Minny tells Celia she hit her head, slipping in the bathroom.  What actually happened?  (2) 

 

2. What does Minny see in Celia when Celia is beating the naked man?  (2) 

 

3. Why do you think a woman as strong as Minny would put up with Leroy?  (4) 

 

Chapter 25 

 

1. How does Celia dress differently from the rest of the women at the benefit?  (3) 

 

2. How do the men react to the sight of Celia?  (2) 

 

3. Of what does Hilly accuse Celia?  (2) 

 

Chapter 26 

 

1. Why did Hilly tell people that Minny was a thief?  What did Hilly want Minny to do?  (3) 

 

2. What did Minny do in response?  (3) 

 

Chapter 27 

 

1.  List three historical events that have been mentioned so far in the book.  (2) 

 

2.  Why would it have been so dangerous for Constantine to have a child with white skin?         

What do people assume?  (3) 

 

3. How long did Constantine live in Chicago?  (1) 

 

4. What is Minny’s idea of “insurance”?  (2) 

  

Chapter 28 

 

1. What is discovered about Skeeter’s mother?  (1) 

 

2. How does Stuart respond to the rumors about Skeeter?  (2) 

 

3. What does Ms. Stein offer Skeeter for the book?  (2) 

 



Chapter 29 

 

1. What does Mae Mobley learn in preschool that bothers Aibileen?  (2) 

 

Chapter 30 

 

1. What does Johnny promise Minny?  (2) 

 

2. How is Minny’s “thank you” different from other times she’s said “thank you’ to white men?  

(3) 

 

Chapter 31 

 

1. Why do you think Miss Leefolt does not suspect chapter two is about her?  (3) 

 

Chapter 32 

 

1. Why did Leroy say was his reason for abusing Minny?  (2) 

 

Chapter 33 

 

1. What does Skeeter learn about Lou Anne?  (3) 

 

2. What does Hilly try to convince everyone about the book now?  What does this tell us she 

knows about the book?  (3) 

 

3. What small detail gave away the book’s true setting?  (2) 

 

Chapter 34 

 

1. Describe the game Mae Mobley plays with her brother.  Who gets blamed for teaching her 

this?  Why is this ironic?  (3) 

 

2. What does Aibileen tell Mae Mobley to remember most after she leaves?  (2) 

 

3. At the end of the book, Aibileen says that she is free while she Hilly is in her own prison.  

What do you think Hilly’s “prison” is?  Why do you think Aibileen believe her sentence is life-

long?  (4)   

 

 

Writing Activity 

 



When analyzing literature, it can be said that all good stories signify something beyond 

themselves. According to Thomas Foster in his book How to Read Literature Like a Professor, 

“An understanding of the story in terms of what literally happens...is a great starting point. 

From there, if you consider the pattern of images and allusions, you’ll begin to more going on.” 

As Foster alluded, in many stories, including The Help by Kathryn Stockett, there is much more 

going on beneath the surface. As you completed the study questions, you began to understand 

what is literally happening in the story, but there is much more happening below the surface as 

well. Write a multiparagraph essay in which you make a claim considering what the story told in 

The Help signifies. Use your knowledge gained from reading How To Read Literature Like a 

Professor in order to support your response. You may want to consider symbolism, historical 

context, allusions, geography/setting, and characters as a starting point. Your essay should 

include direct quotations from the two texts. (50 points) 

 

Manage your time carefully so that you can 

● read the passages;  

● plan your response; 

● write your response; and 

● revise and edit your response. 

Be sure to 

● include a claim; 

● include three body paragraphs; 

● include effective introduction and conclusion; 

● use evidence from multiple sources; and 

● avoid overly relying on one source. 

Your response should be in the form of a five-paragraph essay.  Type your response in the 

space provided. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


